PARKLANDS INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL

EARLY YEARS POLICY FOR COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY.

The development and use of Communication, Language and Literacy is at the heart of young children’s learning. It underpins the whole of the Foundation Stage curriculum and is the key to lifelong learning.

General Aims

· To provide all children with the best opportunities for effective development in Communication, Language and Literacy.

· To foster enjoyment of the spoken and written word.

· To build up each child’s confidence and fluency in speech.

· To develop listening skills and understanding.

· To generate enthusiasm and a positive attitude towards reading.

· To develop awareness of different forms of writing and explore and develop skills in using writing as a means of communication.

· To strive for greater competencies in Communication, Language and Literacy to be achieved by all our children in both Nursery and Reception.

The Early Learning Goals

We promote, support, extend and enrich the skills each child has and work towards their achievement of the Early Learning Goals for Communication, Language and Literacy as stated in the Foundation Stage Curriculum and Derbyshire Firm Footings document.

By the end of the Reception Year, most children at Parklands should be able to:

Speaking and Listening
· Use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences;

· Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events;

· Sustain attentive listening, responding to what they have heard by relevant comments, questions, or actions;

· Interact with others, negotiating plans and activities and taking turns in conversations;

· Extend their vocabulary, exploring the meanings and sounds of new words;

· Retell narratives in the correct sequence, drawing on the language patterns of stories;

· Speak clearly and audibly with confidence and control and show awareness of the listener, for example by the use of conventions such as ‘please’ and ‘thank you’.

Phonics Skills

General Sound Discrimination:

· Listening to different noises in the nursery/classroom/local environment.
· Recognising the difference between particular sounds.
· Singing or chanting Nursery Rhymes and Songs and encouraging the children to move in an appropriate way, perhaps using body percussion.

Speech Sound Discrimination:

· Create opportunities for children to explore other sounds that they can make with their voices
· Encourage the children to use voices or instruments to add sounds to stories such as Bear Hunt, or make up stories with the children about their favourite animals and then add sounds.
Rhythm and Rhyme

· Singing and chanting Nursery Rhymes and Songs.

· Increase the children’s consciousness of rhyme. Eg: changing the words of a well known rhyme;

· Continuing a rhyming string. Eg: the adult says cat; the children continue with fat, mat, sat, pat, etc.

Alliteration
· Singing rhymes and songs which have alliterative lines such as Sing a Song of Sixpence and playing with jingles (e.g. Can you count the candles on the cake?)

Reading 

· Hear and say the initial and final sounds in words, and short vowel sounds within words; 

· Link letters and sounds, naming and sounding all letters of the alphabet;

· Read a range of familiar and common words and simple sentences independently;

· Show understanding of elements of stories, such as main character, sequence of events, openings, and how information ca be found in non-fiction texts, to answer questions about where, who, why and how.

Writing 

· Hold a pencil effectively and form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

· Use their phonic knowledge to write simple regular words and make phonetically plausible attempts at more complex words;

· Write their own names and labels and form sentences, sometimes using punctuation;

· Attempt writing for various purposes, using features of different forms such as lists, stories, instructions.

Classroom Practice

At Parklands we believe play to be a key element through which children learn and develop their language and communication skills. Children’s interests and first-hand experiences at home and school are built upon and developed. There are dai8ly opportunities for children to develop their spoken language, communicating their thoughts, ideas and feeling with peers and adults in 1-1 and small groups. Communication, Language and Literacy is seen as an integral part of the 

Early Years Curriculum and not in isolation and is taught through planned and spontaneous activities. We help children express their fears and anxieties in familiar play contexts and give support and encouragement to help them grow in confidence think creatively and work imaginatively.

We acknowledge that children learn in different ways and some may acquire the skills of Communication, Language and Literacy more readily outdoors or through music and dance. Therefore, our outdoor area is perceived as an extension of the indoor learning environment and opportunities for the development of Communication, Language and Literacy skills are ever present.

At Parklands, there are children for whom English is an additional language. The staff work hard to ensure that the individual needs of these pupils are addressed sensitively and that respect for their home language and culture is shown through activities and multi cultural resources. Parents and carers of our bi-lingual learners are encouraged, wherever possible to offer their support and share their knowledge with us.

All Early Years staff follow the guidance in the Foundation Stage document. Lessons are carefully differentiated to meet the specific needs of all of our children and Communication, Language and Literacy is taught through:

Speaking

One to one discussion – activities, events, interests. Group discussions, circle games, taking turns in speech.

Role-play

Small World play.

Singing a variety of rhymes and songs.

Linking language with physical movement in action rhymes, ring games, role-play, drama or P.E.

Reciting poems.

Joining in repetitive phrases in stories.

Speaking through puppets.

Talking about picture content in stories.

Retelling stories.

Giving instructions to others.

Answering questions.

Using expressive voices, different tones/pitch/volume.

Listening
Sound lotto games.

Listening walks.

Musical activities – percussion; singing; repetition of simple rhythms and sounds, with and without instruments.

Listening and following verbal instructions.

Listening to stories on a one to one with an adult.

Listening to stories in small groups.

Listening for specific characters or events in a story.

Listening to different people, including visitors in school.

Making up alternative thymes to familiar nursery rhymes.

Interactive I.C.T. programmes.

Listening and responding to story tapes.

Reading 

Sorting and matching toys and games.

Sequencing activities.

Observing reading behaviour, modelled by an adult.

Learning to handle books with care and respect.

Free exploration of books in a variety of contexts including multicultural, non-fiction books and stories about people with disabilities and from different family circumstances.

Storytelling to individuals and small groups of children.

Following a story though the pages of a large book, pointing to the words as they are read.

Labelling – children reading own name on milk card/coat peg/drawer/etc.

Observing print in the environment, eg: ‘reading’ print on packets; tins in the role-play area; signs; words on display. 

Ordering pictures from a story.

Making own sequence books, (pictures, captions, simple sentences.)

Role-play story sequences.

Games matching sounds to letter symbols.

Alphabet songs.

I-Spy games.

Kim’s game.

Displays of items beginning with the initial phoneme. (Sound of the Week)

Jolly Phonics programs.

)

Words and Pictures programs. 
)
to support learning

ORT ICT programs.


)

Sharing a Nursery Library book or a School Reading book at home with a parent or carer.

Playing picture and word games at home with a parent or carer.

Librarian/Secondary pupils/Harrington pupils/Parklands Y1/Y2 to read to children.

Writing 

Developing hand/eye co-ordination with activities such as peg patterns, threading beads, fastening buttons, collage work, sewing, small construction, moving a car along a track, etc.

Building up muscles in the hand through modelling with dough, clay and other malleable materials.

Mark making in big patterns inside and outside with water, chalk, paint.

Mark making on a smaller scale in salt, sand, cornflour, finger paint, dough, etc.

Experimenting using a variety of different implements to make marks – feather, paintbrush, crayon, etc.

Learning the language of letter formation: top to bottom; down, up and around, etc.

Using gross motor skills to draw lines and circles move from left to right.

Developing expertise in using one-handed tools; scissors; paintbrush; pencil.

Playwriting messages, lists, appointments in role-play situations.

Left to right pathways, eg: pets to their homes, etc.

Copying patterns, letters, names, and words.

Making own greeting cards, menus, invitations, and writing names, words independently.

Writing own story captions.

I.C.T. – using the mouse to match letters.

I.C.T. – using the mouse to form letters.

I.C.T. – using the keyboard to write names, record work, etc.

Links to home – handwriting practice homework with parent/carer.

The National Literacy Strategy

Whilst following the good practice set out in the Foundation Curriculum Document, Reception staff teach to the National Framework for Literacy throughout a child’s Reception year.

The essential elements of the Literacy Hour are planned within three main strands, which are interrelated:

1. Word level work – which includes phonics, spelling and vocabulary.

2. Sentence level work – which includes grammar and punctuation.

3. Text level work – which includes comprehension and composition.

Initially the daily sessions are shorter and gradually progress to the more formal Literacy Hour, when all the elements are in place, towards the latter part of the Reception year, in readiness for Year 1.

Lessons are carefully differentiated to meet the specific needs of all the children.

In line with the N.L.S. ‘Progression in Phonics’, Reception children are taught to:

· Discriminate between separate sounds in words.

· Learn the letters and letter combinations most commonly used to represent these sounds.

· Read words by sounding out and blending the separate phonemes.

· Spell words by segmenting the phonemes and using their knowledge of letter/sound correspondences to represent phonemes.

Parental Involvement

Parents and carers are always welcome in the Teaching units and are encouraged to support their children’s development both at home and at school. Under the direction and supervision of the class teacher, parents become involved in a whole host of activities, helping to reinforce and enhance what the children are learning at school.

S.E.N.

At Parklands, we endeavour to support all children with Special Educational Needs and help them to make the best possible progress through early identification of any particular difficulties, by responding quickly and through adapting appropriate strategies to meet these individual needs.

Children in the Foundation Stage who are identified as having S.E.N. will go through the process outlined in the schools’ S.E.N. Policy.

Planning, Assessment and Recording

The Early Years’ Team recognise the potential for developing effective Communication, Language and Literacy in the wealth of activities we provide, both the planned and the spontaneous. Through our knowledge of each child, the needs of each individual is addressed and planned for.

Team planning takes place half termly, weekly and daily, and involves all staff in the Early Years’ Team.

In our planning and preparation we give all children in our care, full and equal access to the Communication, Language and Literacy experiences we proved.

Informal assessments, through careful observation, sensitive interaction and discussion with the child take place daily and are ongoing.

They are used to diagnose strengths and from this future targets can be set and appropriate experiences and activities can be planned. 

Together with parents, Nursery staff complete an Initial Child Profile for every child in all Six Areas of Learning, after the first few weeks following admission to the Nursery. These help to form a baseline picture of each child and highlight achievements in Communication, Language and Literacy, which can be built upon at home and, at school.  
Communication, Language and Literacy achievements are also recorded in our Derbyshire Early Years’ Profile booklets during the whole of the child’s Foundation Stage. These are then passed on to Year 1 teachers to ensure continuity as the child progresses through our school.

When the children enter Reception, the teachers assess basic Communication, Language and Literacy skills and knowledge. In Reception, assessments take place each term in the children’s pink books, which together with observations and the professional judgment of teachers informs the completion of the Foundation Stage Profile.

One piece of each child’s Communication, Language and Literacy work is put in to their ‘Parklands Book’ every term to be kept as a record of their progress.
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