PARKLANDS INFANT AND NURSERY SCHOOL

Literacy/English Policy Statement

School Philosophy and General Aims

During their time at Parklands, all children will be provided with the opportunity and experiences they need to develop their skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing.

Literacy unites the skills of reading and writing. Speaking and listening is an integral part. Our aim is that pupils:

· will develop their ability to communicate effectively in speech and writing.

· will listen with understanding.

· be enthusiastic and responsive when reading.

· be aware of a variety of forms and purposes of language.

· will have an effective Early Years provision, developing language through rich and active experiences.

Specific aims from the Early Years to the end of Key Stage One

Speaking and Listening

Children will:

· be involved in informal and formal discussions with peers and adults.

· develop speaking and listening skills through role-play and imaginative play.

· be given opportunities to communicate thoughts, feelings and ideas.

· listen to and tell/recite stories and poems.

· listen to and respond to instructions and questions.

· be confident in speaking to different people.

· be able to speak clearly and fluently.

· participate in drama related activities and group/paired discussion sessions.

· be able to discuss ideas using increasing detail.

Reading and Spelling

Children will:

· be given opportunities to share and enjoy a range of stories, rhymes and non-fiction books.

· begin to appreciate the significance of print to convey meaning.

· be provided with a progressive phonics programme to develop their understanding of letters and phonemes.

· be taught to use a range of reading strategies.

· understand that texts provide information and know how to access it.

· begin to read with increasing fluency, accuracy and independence.

· develop their reading comprehension skills through recall, inference and prediction.

· be able to respond imaginatively to what they read.

· be involved in shared and guided reading sessions.

Each child has a reading scheme book which they practise reading in school and at home. They also have access to the school library. Library books are generally used in school time but may also be taken home by the children if the teacher has granted specific permission for them to do so.

Writing and Handwriting

Children will:

· be encouraged to write for themselves and see adults writing.

· be provided with pre-writing activities to develop hand-eye co-ordination.

· be formally taught the conventional way of forming letters and be able to use the school ‘patter’ as an aid to remember how the letters are formed (refer to  handwriting policy for further details).

· begin to understand a range of forms of writing.

· begin to know that writing is a form of communication.

· be taught to write independently with structure and punctuation.

· attempt non-chronological writing forms.

· present their writing clearly and neatly.

· be involved in shared and guided writing sessions.

Implementation of the Literacy Framework
The Literacy Framework is delivered daily. The essential elements are planned for from the Twelve interrelated strands within the New Framework.

1. Speaking
2. Listening and responding

3. Group discussion and interaction

4. Drama

5. Word recognition

6. Word structure and spelling

7. Understanding and interpreting texts

8. Engaging and responding to texts

9. Creating and shaping texts

10. Text structure and organisation

11. Sentence structure and punctuation 

12. Presentation

Each Literacy lesson teaches an element of one or more of the strands through shared, group and paired work. Each group takes part in a guided session with a teacher or TA at least once a week. Guided sessions mainly consist of review work, extension, comprehension and phonics based work. 

Additional time is planned into the week, outside of the literacy hours, for independent reading, handwriting and spelling and Letters and Sounds. Letters and Sounds takes place for the initial twenty minutes of teaching time in the morning. The structure of these sessions is based on review, teach, practice, and apply.
The Literacy Framework provides a continuous scheme of work where teaching objectives are clearly set out. Parklands teaches closely to the framework and children are taught to appropriate teaching objectives for age and ability. Differentiation and progression is built into planning and teaching.

Parklands have built up a wide and varied selection of ‘big books’ and guided reading resources for use within the literacy hour. We have also added to literacy-based resources such as games, word banks and comprehension texts and interactive books and texts. Parklands tries to ensure these are all kept in good order for children’s use.

The objectives outlined by Early Learning Goals and the Literacy Framework are linked to assessment criteria and targets (refer to assessment policy).

Literacy/English at Parklands

Parklands will always try to maintain a language - rich environment, using effective displays to support learning and promote motivation by displaying children’s own work.

Other curriculum areas are linked through Literacy/English where necessary, particularly Information Communication Technology.

Parklands is always keen to be involved in literacy projects, often through community initiatives. Writing competitions, Read on Write Away, literacy open mornings/activity evenings to promote parent/carer awareness, an after school Literacy writing club and whole school campus projects have been undertaken in the past. 

Efforts are always being made to ensure that children appreciate literacy and see that it can be ‘fun’. Parklands invited Nick Toczek, a poet, to the school to work with and perform for the children. Roz Baily, an author who runs children’s writing workshops led an inset day for staff in order to stimulate new ideas for making writing fun. Both visits were very productive.

Parents and carers are welcomed into Parklands, on a regular basis, to help and assist children within literacy hours and to hear them read. Parents are also asked to help their children with homework. These are specifically hearing children read and communicating through a home/school liaison book, and assisting with handwriting and/or spelling practise. 

When children reach the end of Key Stage One at Parklands, we aim that they are able to:

· speak confidently and clearly.

· listen effectively.

· use language in an imaginative way and express their feelings and ideas.

· Read with confidence and enthusiasm.

· Read and write independently. 

· Communicate through writing, spelling and punctuating correctly.

ICT
At Parklands we aim for ICT to make an impact on the teaching and learning opportunities for the children. ICT opportunities are highlighted in planning. We have a wealth of ICT resources to choose from such as Literacy CD ROMs including talking interactive books, subscription to educational sites, voice recorders, digital cameras, Bee Bots, control toys and tape recorders all of which can be used to fulfil the criteria set out in the Literacy Framework. We expect the children at Parklands to recognise using ICT to support Literacy as a fundamental element.
Equal Opportunities

Racial equality

Children at Parklands are provided with opportunities to use literature to explore issues of cultural diversity and personal cultural identity. 

Children have access to a range of fiction, drama and poetry drawn from various countries, cultures and religions.

At Parklands, children with English as an additional language are in the minority at present. However, where there is a specific need in acquiring language skills, the school and staff will address an individuals needs and provide appropriate support, taking advice from outside agencies where necessary.

Inclusion

Children with special educational needs will go through the process outlined in the SEN policy.

Children with special educational needs will usually have a specific Literacy based target included in their IEP. These children are encouraged and supported to take part in and carry out appropriate literacy based activities to the best of their abilities. 

Our aim at Parklands is to provide children with equal access to the curriculum ensuring that all children have the same experiences and are included in taking part, so that no child is prevented from being included due to their ethnic origin, disability, gender or special educational needs.
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