Parklands Infant and Nursery School

POLICY FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

At Parklands we believe that it is important that all children should learn about the religious beliefs and values people hold, and the ways in which different religious and cultural backgrounds affect people’s lives.

Values Statement

At Parklands our R.E. is broadly Christian but also draws from the stories, festivals and traditions of other major world religions.

We are concerned about the spiritual, moral and emotional needs of our children, as well as their intellectual progress, and we aim, therefore, to foster self-respect and awareness, and a respect for other people.  We aim to be inclusive of all children, at the same time as celebrating their differences so that every child will feel valued and supported, whatever their religious heritage or the fact that they may come from a humanist or secular family.

Explicit R.E.
Introduces stories, events, festivals and rituals, beliefs and practices from Christianity and various other religious traditions.

We aim to learn (1) about religion and (2) from religion.

1. About religion
    Children should gain knowledge and understanding of;

· Beliefs and teaching (what people believe).

· Practices and life styles (what people do).

· Expression and language (how people express themselves).

2. From religion
     Children should learn to respond to, evaluate and apply questions about;

· Identity and experience (making sense of who we are).

· Meaning and purpose (making sense of life).

· Values and commitments (making sense of right and wrong).
Every Child Matters
At Parklands we aim to uphold the five areas covered in ‘Every Child Matters’ and provide all children with key skills for the future.

· Be healthy
Encouraging a healthy mind and spirit 
· Stay safe
Understanding the difference between right and wrong
· Enjoy and achieve
Providing an inclusive and challenging curriculum
· Make a positive contribution
Explore the community e.g. visits, concerts and celebrations
· Achieve economic well-being
Exploring the idea of ‘economic wellbeing’ 
Key Stage 1

R.E. within Key Stage 1 will be taken from ‘The Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2008-2013’ and will cover the following topics;
· How do Christians celebrate special festivals?
· How do people in the Jewish faith celebrate special festivals?
· How are the events in people’s lives celebrated and what do they mean to those involved?
· How do creation stories say the world started?
· In what ways is the place of worship important to believers?
· What do religious artefacts tell you about what people believe and how they worship?  
· How do people use music to thank God or to worship?
· What stories did Jesus tell Christians about how to behave?
Early Years Foundation Stage

R.E. in the Early Years Foundation Stage will follow the requirements of the ‘Early Years Foundation Stage’ and will cover the objectives listed below;
· Gain an awareness of the cultures and beliefs of others

· Feel a sense of belonging to own community and place

· Begin to know about their own culture and beliefs and those of other people

For Foundation Two (reception) these requirements will be supported and supplemented through the following areas from ‘The Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus for RE 2008-2013’;

· Special times
· Special places
· Special stories, special books
· Special world
Outside Agencies/Visitors

It is our aim to invite more visitors into school to help promote and reinforce areas of our R.E. curriculum.  This will include guests linked to our whole school religious celebrations, ‘Open the Book’ Christian assemblies and visits to local churches to share in their festivals and celebrations such as Easter, Harvest and Christmas.
ICT within PSHE

At Parklands we strive to use ICT throughout the R.E. curriculum where it is appropriate and will positively support learning and teaching.  

This will include;

· Internet for images and information

· Use of Interactive whiteboard for recording information

· PowerPoint/ Smart board presentations

· CD-Roms for information

· Digital Camera 

· Digi Blue cameras

Assessment

· Children use ‘colour cards’ to self assess at the end of each lesson.  This allows the teacher to assess the children’s level of understanding in preparation for the next lesson.

· Marking of work using same colours as the ‘colour cards’.

· Teachers annotate planning to indicate achievements and difficulties.

· At the end of each unit of work assessment is completed to indicate the levels of achievement for each individual child.

· R.E. is commented on at parents evening twice a year and in the end of year report.
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