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Aims 

 

At Parklands, we believe that all children should be encouraged to develop 

clear and legible handwriting to ensure that they acquire excellent 

communication skills. The aim of this policy is to set out the expectations for 

handwriting to ensure a consistent approach and high standards across the 

school. 

 

Strategy for teaching handwriting 

 

At Parklands, we have adopted the Ruth Miskin handwriting strategy to fit in 

with our work on Read, Write Inc. The strategy is split into 3 stages: 

 

Stage 1 

a) Basic letter formation using checklists (see appendix 1). The checklists 

are not the same as the mnemonics taught in the Speed Sounds lesson, 

this is for separate handwriting practice. Start in Reception as soon as 

children start to learn Set 1 sounds. It doesn’t have to be a whole class 

lesson, it could be small groups or even individual as the need arises. 

We must not let bad habits start at this stage. This is best done on plain 

paper to begin with, size is not important yet. The letter formation is 

taught in this order: 

• ‘Around’ letters: c a o d g q 

• ‘Down’ letters: l t b p k h i j m n r u y 

• ‘Curly’ letters: e f s 

• 'Zig-zag’ letters: v w z x 

 

b) Relative size of letters (see appendix 2) 

Progress to wide-lined paper 

Boat letters: a c e i m n o r s u v w x  

Water letters: g y j p q 

Sun letters: b d h k l (f and t are a little bit smaller)  

 

    c) Number formation (see appendix 3) 

 

 

 



Stage 2 

Continue to develop relative size of letters (focus on refining the size of       

letters – see Appendix 4) 

Introduce new characters that encourage writing letters with flicks –  

Year 1, Term 1 – for letters a, d, g, o, c, q, u, y, b, p 

Introduce formation of Capital letters (appendix 5) 

 

 

Stage 3 

Joining letters – it is expected that children who are ready begin to 

learn to join in Year 1 Term 3 and start using joins in their own writing 

during Year 2 and beyond (see appendix 6). 

 

There are two types of basic join – the arm join (diagonal) and the 

washing line join (horizontal).  

Each of these joins has three variations: 

• Arm to boat e.g. ai 

• Arm to sun e.g. ab 

• Arm to sister e.g. ic 

• Washing line join to boat e.g. wr 

• Washing line to sun e.g. wh 

• Washing line to sister e.g. va 

Children should learn the actions and practise them over and over until 

they can write them effortlessly. They should then be encouraged to 

apply them in their own writing across all curriculum areas. 

 

Key Teaching Points 

 

• Ensure children know, and are using, the perfect handwriting position: 

- feet flat on the floor 

- bottom at the back of the chair 

- body one fist from the table 

- shoulders down and relaxed 

- back leaning forward slightly 

left/right hand holding the page 

left/right hand ready in a tripod grip  

• Children should be praised as they gradually learn to develop legible 

handwriting. 

• It is vital that children understand that being a good writer is not the 

same as being a good handwriter. 

• Children with poor motor control should be given plenty of 

opportunities for activities which practice a strong pencil grip – 

drawing, colouring, doodling, writing messages. Activities such as 

“Squiqqle while you wiggle,” “Dough disco” and “Write dance” will be 

promoted to develop poor motor skills. 

• Some children manage to do beautiful handwriting during the lesson 

but do not transfer this skill to their own writing. How can this be 

achieved? When we focus on one thing, we can do it better than 

when we are doing three things at once. Gently praise children who 



transfer this skill, once you know they are able to do so. Reminding 

children to do their ‘best’ handwriting is usually unproductive. 

• Explain to children that there are three speeds of writing. 

- Speed 1: smart writing for letters and presentation. This can be slow! 

Ask children to use this speed when they sometimes write the ‘hold 

a sentence’ in the Get Writing lessons – emphasise using joins. 

Gradually increase speed.  

- Speed 2: everyday writing that you use for others to read. You want 

it to be fast, but legible, so you can get ideas down quickly. This is 

the style you all use most of the time. 

- Speed 3: the writing you use for notes that nobody else will ever 

read. Not very tidy but you can still read it! 

• Once children have learnt the basic joins, emphasis should be placed 

on writing quickly and easily so that children will find it easier to join 

than use quick printing.  

• Joining is not something that should be taught to children who are still 

not forming letters correctly. Only teach joining when children are 

ready. It may be necessary to split the teaching of handwriting into 

different groups.  

• For lesson plan proformas, see Handwriting Guidance document.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 - Read Write Inc 

• Listed below are the sounds in the order they are taught. Each letter 

has a checklist for writing.  

  
 

  
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 

 

Towards the end of Recpetion if possible but definitely in Year 1, handwriting 

will focus more closely on the presentation of writing as a whole piece.  

Children will be taught about the shape of letters and their relative size. They 

will learn how some letters have a similar appearance eg c a o and how the 

round part of some letters such as b, d, p and g are the same size as these.  

Children will be taught about sun letters, boat letters and water letters using 

the picture on the paper. They will also make sure that capital letters are 

clear by their size.  

All letters will be expected to sit on the line. 

 

 

 
Appendix 3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 3 

 

 

Appendix 4 

 

For checklist for each letter, see Handwriting Guidance document.   

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Appendix 5 

                    

 

 



Appendix 6 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 

 



 
 


