
History Medium Term Plan 

Year 2 Autumn Term 

Who are the famous black people that have 

contributed to improving our world? 
What do we know about 

discrimination? 

Who was Rosa Parks? Who was Nelson Mandela? 

What contribution did 

Mary Prince make to end 

discrimination? 

How did Ruby 

Bridges change 

school life for some 

children? 

Is there still 

discrimination today? 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

• Know what we mean by the term ‘discrimination’  
• Know that Rosa Parks did not give her seat up on the bus 
• Know that Nelson Mandela went to prison for what he believed 

• Know what a slave is and what is meant by the term ‘slavery’  
• Know that Mary Prince wrote a book about being a slave. 

• Know that Ruby Bridges was the first black African American to attend a white only school 



• Know how there is still discrimination around today 
•  
 

•  

Disciplinary Knowledge 

Chronology & Causation  Historical Enquiry Interpretation & Significance 

• Recognise that stories they have 

read help them understand 

about the differences that exists 

between the place they live in 

and places in the past  

• Point out a few similarities and 

differences between ways of life 

at different times  

• Use words and phrases such as: 

old, new, earliest, latest, past, 

present, future, century, new, 

newest, oldest, modern, before, 

after to show the passing of time 

 

• Look carefully at pictures and 

objects to find information.  

• Find answers and respond to simple 

questions about the past.  

• Choose and select evidence and 

say how it can be used to find out 

about the past 

• Recognise the importance of 

basing ideas on evidence  

• Develop the notion of presenting 

an idea and raising questions 

about the past 

 

• Know that information about past 

events that have been passed 

down by word of mouth can be 

unreliable.  

• Know that written events about 

events from the past may not 

always be highly accurate.  

• Start to recognise what is a reliable 

piece of information and what is 

not, e.g., photograph or word of 

mouth.  

• Appreciate the people in the past 

who have contributed to national 

and international achievements 

What contribution did Mary Prince 

make to end discrimination?  

 

 



Resources and websites 
 

Vocabulary: 
(including definitions) 

• I am Ruby Bridges book Rosa Parks  Famous for not giving up her seat 

on a bus. 

Nelson Mandela  Went to prison for standing up for 

his rights  

discrimination  When a group of people are treated 

unfairly for a specific reason. 

Mary Prince She stood up for slaves and wrote 

her story that helped to bring an end 

to slavery. 

Ruby Bridges The first child to attend a white only 

school in USA 



 

   

Prior Knowledge: 

Year 1 

 

• Knowing what famous means 

• Florence Nightingale was a significant individual who 

changed hospitals. 

• Mary Seacole was a famous black nurse famous for 

herbal remedies.  

•  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


