
 

History Medium Term Plan 

Year 2 Spring Term 1  

How has life for children changed since the 

Victorian times? 
When were the Victorians alive?  

Timeline 

Trip after this component 

What was life like for children who 

lived during the Victorian era? 

(Houses/jobs) 

What was school like for most 

children during the Victorian era? 

How has life for children changed since the 

Victorian times? 

 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

 
• Know that the Victorians lived between 1837-1901 

• Know when the Victorians lived in relation to other events on a timeline. 

• Know that some Victorian children had dangerous jobs – chimney sweep/miners/cleaning factory machines 

• Know that houses/home life was different (daily routine – toilet/bath/electricity) 

• Know that (punishments/ resources/ girls&boys lessons/not left-handed) 
• Elementary education act (children aged 5-13) 1870 



Disciplinary Knowledge 

Chronology & Causation  Historical Enquiry Interpretation & Significance 

• Recognise that stories they have 

read help them understand about 

the differences that exists between 

the place they live in and places in 

the past.  

• Begin to appreciate the difference 

between long ago and very long 

ago  

• Know where the people and events 

studied fit into a basic timeline. 

• Able to point out a few similarities 

and differences between ways of 

life at different times  

• Able to order a few events and 

artefacts from the recent past  

• Use words and phrases such as: old, 

new, earliest, latest, past, present, 

future, century, new, newest, old, 

oldest, modern, before, after to 

show the passing of time 

• Look carefully at pictures and objects 

to find information.  

• Find answers and respond to simple 

questions about the past.  

• Choose and select evidence and say 

how it can be used to find out about 

the past Understand some ways we 

find out about the past  

• Recognise the importance of basing 

ideas on evidence  

• Develop the idea of presenting an 

idea and raising questions about the 

past 

• Recount historic details from eye-

witness accounts, photos and 

artefacts  

• To begin to reflect on the significance 

of what has been learnt from the past  

• To develop an awareness of the past 

and comment on how they found out 

 

Websites & Resources: 
 

Vocabulary: 
(including definitions) 



 Victorian era  A period of time between 1837-1901. 

 

  

  

   

  

   

Prior Knowledge: 



 Year 1 

• Florence Nightingale was a significant individual who 

changed hospitals. 

• Mary Seacole was a famous black nurse famous for 

herbal remedies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


