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Section 1: Infroduction to the Policy

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to describe our practice in Drugs Education and the
principles upon which this is based.

Aims

This policy sets out to ensure consistency in the teaching and learning within Drugs
Education across the school. This is to ensure that pupils are equipped with age
appropriate, relevant information to increase pupils’ knowledge and
understanding of drugs and to develop personal and social skills in order to make
informed decisions that keep them healthy and safe. Drugs Education is an
integral element of Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) and it
is therefore essential and good practice that teaching and learning about drugs is
planned and implemented within this broader framework rather than as a stand-
alone subject. A drug is defined as any substance which, when taken into the
body, affects the chemical composition of the body and how the body functions.

This policy supports our school mission statement of: “To establish a life-long love of
learning within a caring environment, in which we encourage all children to fulfil
their potential through enjoyable and enriching experiences”.

It also supports our whole school ethos of the Parklands Person.
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Consultation
The policy was put together by Abby Etchells in consultation with teaching staff
and school governors.




Section 2: Procedures and Practice

Roles and Responsibilities

The Drugs Education leader is responsible for providing an overview of the subject
across the school to inform staff planning and to over advice in which the
curriculum can be delivered in an effective and engaging way. They should have
an up-to-date knowledge of the subject requirements and ensure that these are
met across the school, as well as having an overview of assessment. They are
responsible for ensuring that an overview of the subject is available on the school
website. The Drugs Education leader also has a sound knowledge of the resources
which are available within school and ensures that resources are replenished and
updated as necessary. The Drugs Education leader is responsible for the planning
and implementation of any subject specific events which are ran in the school.

Individual teachers are responsible for the day to day planning, delivery and
assessment of the Drugs Education curriculum.

The governor for Drugs Education is responsible for ensuring there is a good
professional dialogue with the subject leader throughout the school year.

Section 3: Aspects

Planning

Teaching
In EYFS Drugs Education is also covered through the Prime Area of PSED when

talking about safe and healthy.

In KST Drugs Education is planned and taught through the PSHE/RSHE curriculum
using 1decision. 1decision builds self-esteem, resilience and aspirations, as well as a
positive view towards health and self-respect, all of which underpin drug and
alcohol education.

In Year 1, as part of the First Aid RSHE unit of work, children learn about medicine
safety. They also learn that some substances taken by adults can be harmful eg
cigarettes, vapes and alcohol. They learn the term addiction and what it means
and what to do if they come across cigarettes, vapes, lighters, alcohol or
medicine. Children learn about making safe, smart choices and trusted adults.

In Year 2, as part of the First Aid RSHE unit of work, children learn about how to take
care of their bodies. Work on medicine safety is built on and children recap
harmful and not harmful things to put in your body. Work on harmful substances
such as cigarettes, vapes and alcohol are explored further and children learn
more of the effects of these substances. Children learn about how to say no and
who the trusted adults are they can talk to.



Parent Partnership

We work in active partnership with parents/carers, value their views and keep
them informed about our Drugs Education provision. Information about the
provision for Drugs Education is provided on the PSHE page of the school website.

Assessment

Pupils’ prior knowledge needs to be the starting point of all Drugs Education work.
All elements of Drugs Education are assessed as part of the PSHE provision.
Children in both EYFS and KS1 should be assessed against the learning objectives
and success criteria for each lesson/learning activity. Adults must consider whether
they have met the learning objective and to what extent by using the success
criteria. Notes, marking and observations should be used to inform next steps and
future planning. Children are also encouraged to self-assess/peer-assess their work
to show to what extent they feel they have met the learning objective.

Monitoring
The subject leader will monitor Drugs Education through the PSHE curriculum. The

views of pupils, parents and teachers are used to make changes and
improvements on an ongoing basis. The Drugs Education leader will attend
courses/training events to ensure their subject knowledge is up to date. Termly
monitoring activities involving staff and children will enable the subject leader to
monitor what is being taught and delivered across the school.

Section 4: Conclusion

Monitoring and Review

The governor with responsibility for Drugs Education is primarily responsible for
monitoring the implementation of this policy. This will be through ongoing
discussion with the subject leader and consideration of the evidence gathered in
the subject file. The governor will report on this to the curriculum committee. The
work of the subject leader is also subject to review by the headteacher as part of
our performance management arrangements.

Other Documents

The Drugs Education policy should be read in conjunction with our policies for
curriculum, teaching and learning, assessment, PSHE, RSHE, Child Protection and
Safeguarding, Drugs Incident Management, Science, and Health and Safety.

Governor Approval and Review Dates
The policy is to be reviewed October 2028.




